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Welcome to Spring of Ecological Civilization

addressed by Professor Huang Haifeng

aity Fiay

Vice-Secretary-General of the Education Forum for Asia,
Global Co-founder of Ecological Development International Union

Distinguished leaders, experts, youth scholars, ladies and gentlemen:

At present, the coronavirus (COVID-19) is spreading around the world, and
the resulting damage to human life continues to rise. Some countries have
introduced " lock down" policies to try to prevent the spread of the epidemic.
A large number of deaths have brought human history into one of its darkest
moment. We are facing a catastrophe of public health and crises of the economy
and humanitarianism. The famous American diplomat Henry Alfred Kissinger even
believes that if the world cannot unite to fight the spread of the epidemic,
it will lead to the consequences of unrest, and the world will be destroyed.

However, in China, we have witnessed the excellent leadership of the
government, the advanced level of science and technology of the country, the
noble ethics of doctors, and the moral spirit of self-discipline of citizens
demonstrated by the whole society in the "Nationwide Anti-Epidemic" campaign,
which enabled China to quickly get rid of the curse of the epidemic. This has

also become the real motivation for holding this "Ecological Civilization
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Health and Art Forum" and the exhibition.

In the past 30 years, I have studied, taught and researched at Humboldt
University of Berlin, Free University of Berlin, Peking University, University
of California, Nanjing University, University of Hawaii, Beijing Institute
of Technology and Dalian Jiaotong University. I have always taken the study
of socio—economic transformation and sustainable development as my important
research field. Twenty years ago, with the inspiration of Prof. Chen Hansheng,
Prof. Fei Xiaotong, Prof. Cheng Siwei, Prof. Du Wentang, Prof. Zhao Baoxu,
and Prof. Shi Qingqi, outstanding Chinese thinkers, politicians, historians,
and economists, I began to come up with the idea of how to unite the strength
of scholars, entrepreneurs, and social organizations at home and abroad to
work for the cause of ecological development. After five years of deliberation,
finally in 2007, I met with Renmin University of China financier Liu Professor
Man Hong, Australian eco—architect Dr. David Ness, German entrepreneur Thomas
Schneider in Guangzhou, and students Rui Cao and Min Liu. With the support
of these predecessors, and the joined forces of renowned scholars and
entrepreneurs from home and abroad, we established Ecological Development
Union International (EDUI). It is one of the earliest cross—disciplinary and
cross—cultural grassroots academic platforms in China dedicated to the study
of ecological development and civilization. Based on the strong support of
local governments and enterprises, EDUI has taken advantage of 1its
intellectual resources to hold forums with international impact, such as the
World Green Forum and the Yangtze River Delta Green Economy Forum. One of the
remarkable results achieved by EDUI in the construction of ecological
civilization was the launching of the rural ecological education for poverty
alleviation project in the countryside, with Nixi Town in Tongjiang County
and Jinping Town in Yibin County, the poorest towns in China, as pilot projects.

By building the "EDUI XIAGUANG Library" and "Pay it Forward" projects with
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all walks of life and adhering to the concept of "Don't think small", we have
raised millions of yuan worth of funds, equipment, books and study cards; more
than 100 scholars, entrepreneurs and young students from home and abroad formed
an eco—education team which has endured for more than a decade, going into
remote mountainous areas to pass on the concept of ecological civilization.
These activities have helped improve the learning environment for children
in poor mountain villages, and have facilitated the transition to ecological
development in several villages such as Naixi Town, Kongshan Town, and Jinping
Town. Through the public service activities of ecological poverty alleviation,
I have realized that social responsibility and social conscience are important
ethical values.

There is only one earth for mankind, and all countries live in the same
world. Although the coronavirus has caused a huge loss of life, economy and
possessions, our mutual encouragement and support despite the dangers also
reflects a noble ethical spirit. Today, people with insight gather in Fuzhou
to participate in the "Ecological Civilization Health and Art Forum", which
is the hope and light from ethics. The way for human society to get out of
the predicament is to train a large number of leaders and managers with ethics
and to cultivate citizens to abide by moral standards and entrepreneurs to
abide by ethical behaviors; combining education and ethics is the only way
to let young people and workers from all walks of life grow up and behave in
righteousness and let educators and leaders know how to educate people; Being
guided by science and ethics and letting honesty, humility, tolerance,
compassion and empathy lead the world, is the only way to break through the
political barriers of prejudice, overcome extreme racial discrimination, and
overcome selfish business interests. At the same time, implementing common
actions of building an ecological civilization, forming ethical consensus

within the global community of humans, and consolidating the educational
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foundation of business ethics, are the only ways we can stop bad behaviors
that endanger society; only by stopping vicious restrictions on competitors
can we create an orderly market environment; only by stopping the undermining
of international norms can we prevent the monopoly that undermines rules; And
only by seeking comprehensive and extensive cooperation and win—win results
can we build a fairer, more just, and better world.

We deeply understand that there is only one earth. Political disputes in
countries and regions for thousands of years have always been accompanied by
territorial wrangles, bloody killings, and racial discrimination. How to get
out of this vicious circle of in—fighting? The Chinese sages have already given
answers. Listen to their advice of advocating the spiritual realm of compassion,
gratitude, and tolerance based on the philosophy of "the harmony between man
and nature"; cultivating the moral sentiment of "Being the first to worry about
the affairs of the state and the last to enjoy oneself", abandoning vicious
competition, ending malicious slander, learning peaceful codependency, and
finally, achieving win—win cooperation and harmonious coexistence.

I remember Professor Liu Fenghua once asked me “What is ecological
civilization?” One of the initiators of this forum, Dr. Chen Yan, President
of the International Campus Towards A Civilization, replied, "Ecology is

" 1T think "ecology" means "harmony in

beauty and civilization is love.'
difference" and "working together as responsible partners ", "civilization"
means "ethics" and "care", and the construction of ecological civilization
is to create a better human society. I quoted a passage from the four—year
joint research result "Business Ethics" by Professor Lu Hualiang, Dr. Wu Huanan,
Wu Di, and Li Yang, who attended the conference today, to express ecological
civilization from six aspects:

Ecological civilization is a mirror that demystifies the evil and leads

to the good;
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Ecological civilization is a "microscope" to explore the principle and
reveal the essence;

Ecological civilization is a "telescope", taking history as a mirror for
the future;

Ecological civilization is a "refracting mirror" that reflects reality
and foils hope;

Ecological civilization is a "perspective mirror" to see through the
symptoms and find the right remedy;

Ecological civilization is a "filter", taking the essence and discarding
the dross.

As is known to all, health, art, ecology and civilization are the key
elements of the development of the world nowadays. Health is the basis of
survival, art is the source of living, ecology is the beauty of creation, and
civilization is the love of life. This forum and exhibition is not just a simple
gathering, but a seminar for humanity to further explore the way out in the
face of the epidemic and strive to break free from the shackles of the virus.

Through the truth, goodness and beauty revealed in Chinese and Western
paintings and paper—cut art, and through the online and offline meeting,
strangers who have never met before are just like old friends who have not
seen each other for a long time and accompany each other in pursuit of a better
conscience.

Let's play a melodious melody together! People with different professional
backgrounds, work fields and social experiences will have different melodies
but we will be in harmony. Thank you for your participation and support on
the road of ecological civilization construction.

On behalf of the EDUI, I would like to sincerely thank all the leaders,
experts, artists, entrepreneurs and young students online and offline:

Professor John B Cobb Jr., one of the world's leading ecological economists;
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Professor Mohan Munasinghe, the co—winner of the Nobel Prize; Professor
Gerhard Stahl, former secretary—general of the European Commission at present;

Dr Chen Yan, Executive Chairman of the China—Europe Social Forum; Ms. Liu
Xiuhua, Executive Secretary of Education Forum for Asia; Professor Danica Purg,
President of the Blad School of Management in Slovenia; Professor Zhang
Xiangshu, a famous ecological economist in China; Professor Yang Chengxu,

former Chinese Ambassador to Austria; Dr. Liao Xiaoyi, winner of the Sofie
Award for International Environment and Development; Dr. Yuling Ma, Director
of the Centre for Chinese Medicine research at the University of Oxford; Mr.

Chen Jingguo, executive Vice President of Chinese Painting and Calligraphy
Association; Master Shi Rushan, abbot of Puguang Yan Temple; Professor Liu
Manhong, global co—founder of EDUI; and all the friends participating in the
forum. At the same time, the forum was supported by the renowned European poet
and painter Emma Andijewska, the collector Sophie Kuo, the artist Mr. Liu
Fenghua, the paper—cut artist Mr. Yuan Chengxiang and the painter Mr. Yang
Yongzhi. Among them, the "One Belt And One Road" Tang charm exhibition led
by the abbot of Shi Rushan and the Chinese and western art exhibition reflect
each other. The art not only inherits the traditional Chinese culture, but
also promotes the integration of the ancient and modern Chinese and western
cultures and the desire for beauty. In particular, I would like to thank the
team led by Ms. Margaret Ching for their great contribution to the conference;

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the EDUI experts from Europe,

Africa, North America, South America and Asia for their support, as well as
famous Chinese educational research institutions, such as Changzhou
University, Peking University, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Chinese Academy
of Social Sciences, Chinese Academy of Traditional Chinese Medicine and
Research and popular science teaching in Guangdong Provincial Traditional

Medicine town. The experts and students of the education base would like to
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thank public welfare organizations and associations such as global village,
green home, Xinyitong and the global fashion and creative industry alliance;
the leadership team of Bizhou Office of Tongjiang County, Sichuan Province,
which is the most basic township in poor mountainous areas in China; teachers
and students of Jinping middle school and Nixi Town, as well as friends of
some enterprises, especially Taoyuan in Lianjiang, Fujian Province Sports and
entertainment Co., Ltd., Shenzhen Yichuangyi Cultural Development Co., Ltd.,
Zhenggu (Beijing) Agricultural Development Co., Ltd., Beijing Shishi Sharing
Technology Co., Ltd., Hainan Guoye Food Co., Ltd., Suzhou Xiuyantianxia
Embroidery Co., Ltd. and enterprises from Hainan, Zhejiang and Guangzhou have
given different kinds of selfless financial support to this activity. At the
same time, we thank you for your support. More than 40 volunteers from Lvjiayuan,
Peking University, Changzhou University, Sichuan International Flaunting
College, Henan Massage Vocational College, Munich University and Cambridge
University worked hard day and night. There are also unknown volunteers in
Cambridge, London, Munich, Paris, Brussels, Los Angeles, Beijing, Chengdu and
Shenzhen. The organizing committee is carrying out the idea of "never forget
the original intention and persevere" and "gather the sand to form a tower,
and gather the water into a pool". After three months of hard work and the
joint efforts of all online and offline guests, the forum has been designed
and presented in a way that spans the starry sky, space and time. This
masterpiece is fully attributed to every guest online and offline. You are
the most elegant artist. Today we gather in Gui'an, Gui'an means your people's
health. Thank you I wish you all good health and happiness. This forum and
art exhibition is a new effort of combining art with ecological civilization
education enlightenment.

Albert Einstein once called for the salvation of all creatures in the world.

Peace and love are the only answers. Only by firmly holding the concept of

40



P - FRESIRMESEALES —H— BOR

~" 2nd Forum on Ecological Civilization Health and Art & “OBOR” Art Exhibition

ecological civilization, advocating the method of healthy diet and
establishing the foundation of moral education can we form an ethical society
with good management, good culture and a good economy.

I remember Charles Dickens, a 19th century British writer, reveals various
drawbacks in the social transformations of his time in his A Tale of Two Cites.
One particular sentence remains fresh in our memory, which is “It was the
best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was

»

the age of foolishness. Isn” t this the best portrayal of the present era?
Today, the Ecological Civilization Forum will mark this as an era of wisdom.
Your arrival, once again, shows the power in society moving education, art
and commerce towards goodness. “If you want a temporary prosperity, you can
plant flowers; if you want ten years of prosperity, you can plant trees; if
you want prosperity of the times, you need to sow thoughts.” Thanks to all
the guests online and offline. You are the sower of ecological civilization.
Percy Bysshe Shelley, a famous British poet, once said, "If winter comes, can
spring be far behind?" Let us overcome the difficulties in this winter brought
by the severe epidemic situation, work hard to sow the right seeds, and be

full of expectation to welcome the arrival of the most beautiful spring of

ecological civilization.



